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U Bemerville  resident  Max
C Cranzman (Max (3) and his
band, Max G and the Spous,
will be performing at Coppee-
fields in Boston ac 9:00pm Oct.
13, You can alse carch Max G
“ and the Spots recking ous Now.
15 at The Burren in Semerville
at 300 pm.

Aside from Max G (singer
songwriter/guitarist), the con-
siszent Spors members are:
Mark Lipman {vocal har-
monies); Lance Vallis (lead gui-
rar}; Steve Breman (bass);
Shawn Leonard (drums}; and
Deep C {percussion/djembe}.

Introducing Max G

and the Spots

Lipman and Max G met in col-
lege at Brandeis. Said Max G,
“ties a spectactlar singer-song-

REVIEWS
&
EVEN : 5 writer and | remember watching
him silence a packed house at the
Brandeis Coffechouse, Chums,
ane night while doing 2 sec. The
audienice was completely spell-
bhound, he's jast amazing, | knew
right then he could do the job
and well beyard thar”
The swo, however, did not per-
form together unzil recently.
Max G said iv starved wich them

hanging out at a party one tighe
and jamming. Also,"[Lipman] is
a rrue source of fun and comfore
o stage. If ¥'m servous, 1 usual-
by look to my left where Mark is
and somehow he makes it easier”

Vatlis and Max G met at local
artist Hugh McGowan’s house,
“juse passing guitars around in a
circle one night” Vallis asked if
he could botrow 2 guitar to play
some lead and both shocked and
impressed Max G,

Wax G said,"As quier and mild
mannered as Lance is, he can
speak volumes with thar guiar.
Truly the mose tasteful player 1
have ever encountered in my life.
You can go for a feng time play-

* Rock with Max!

ing with gzea.{ guitar playér.s.\.rha
play the guitar and not che seng
Lance always has the song and
the overall sound in mind”

The frst time Vallis and Max
G performed togerher, was az the
Busren on open mike nigh, im-
pramptu, Max G said, "He had-
n't even heard the songs before
playing them live thar night, but
[ knew he was the guy! Vallis al-
so plays in another local band,
Savin Il

Bremen recently tock over
playing bass for Craig Debrigard
whe performed in'a few shows
carly on. Bremen is alse the
hassist for Shiner Jones, a popu-
lar local band who will be play-
ing their ﬁna} show in October.
‘With his feee time, Bremen de-
cided to join a few new projects,
playing for Ryan Fitzsimmons,
and Hugh McGowan as well,
wlax G had mer Bremen in Rock
Ciry Guizars 3 few times before
they jammed togerther. Max G
said, "1 was honored that he ex-
pressed rthe desire to join us. His
style suits whae 1 do really well
and playing with him has beena
blase. As he put ir, he can play a
‘neanderthal’ siyle of bass when
playing with as, and thats really
whart I want. This is rock music
after all”

Deep Cis a legend in the area,
bath as a singer songwriter and
the house percussion/djembe
player ar Burren Open Mike
night {whers Max G first met
hiss). When Max G and the
Spots was forming, DeepC
played a few shows on a Full
dram kit roo. Max G said he
would like vo have Deep(C back
behind the djernbe and seek out
someone else for the kit ro make
the sound even bigger. He said,
“Anyone whe has seen DeepC
play percussion knows what he
brings to the table”

Leonard, the newest addivion
to the group, also plays in pretty
well-known Norcheast band,
Seefan Coutvre and The Camp-
fire Orchesrra.

The Spots, in different lineups
and variations, have played 2
number of open mikes and

smaller gigs. The first real one
was down in Reckland, MA
opening for Phoenix Readers
Polt Best Local Band winners,
the Cassavettes. They also had a
show with no drums ac
Kennedy's Midtown in June
with lecal bands/artists, Parker
{Pete Spiegel, fohn Mileham,
Ryan Hickox & DeepC) and
Jesse Dee, where they played taa
packed house. Recendy, MG&S
played az TT The Bears and
Somervifle’s PAY Lounge.

Max G Musical- Beginnings
and Groovy Style

Max G said the frst rime he
picked up a guitar was the day
after he saw Neil Young in 99
doing 2 solo acousic tour, He
said, ' The show complerely blew
me away. [t was at a smalf venue,
and the performance was so ac-
cessible. At the cime I thought,
“Wow, that's just 2 guy with 2
guitar, T can do chat! Now I
know irs not so simple to be Neil
Young, but I've been playing/
writing/ singing ever since.

Wednesday Open Mike at
Searbucks, Davis Square

Max (3's housemare worked at
the Srarbucks in Davis Square,
so he was acquainted with the
staff, ARee they would dose up,
the Srarbucks folks frequently
came aver fo the Burren and saw
Max G perform ac that open
mike, Max G said, “The manag-
er approached me about starring
an open mike in the Starbucks
help show that they care about
the community — and they do
— and are not an evil corporace
empire, as many assumes Max
G's Open Mike has been hap-
pening ever since.

This Open Mike searts at 7:15
pm o Wednesdays with signup,
and the music starts right away,
[t goes untid 10pm currenty, but
they are expanding the hours
soon so it will go until 11. The
plan for now is co start having
featured acts onece we have the
extra time, whe will get a lenger
slot. Bach artist does 2-3 songs
cach, depending on how many
people show up.



