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“So much happens between the words
that is not said. There is a tension
between music and language.”

Massachusetrs-based  artist
Meg Hutchinson said it is 2 nae-
ural fic for her ro be the music
feature at the Somerville News
Writer's Festival Nov. 12, hosted
by Jimmy Tingle at kis leg-
endary Davis Square theatre,
O Broadway.

“Love of language is where
my songwriting searced,” said
Hucchinson, She said she wrote
poetry and felt that ic was some-
how missing a dimension. "My
songs are stitl abour the words

- although I have to admit am a

musician.”

Hutchinson said she was excit-
-ed to be asked to play ar the up-
“coming festival because she
would have attended anyway,
and "Secretdy, [ want re be con-
sidered a writer” She said her
sengs usually stare with words
—an idea or even just  line."As
songwriters, we have rwo medi-
ums. When we get stuck, we can
play a chord or two o get to the
next step or caprure the mood,
she said. Also,"Sa much hap-
pens berween the words chat is

not said. There is 2 tension be-

rween music and languags”
fHurchinson said she is looking
forward to plaving o an audi-
ence focused.on lyrics at the
festival. She said, “Sometimes
andiences are too focused on en-
rertainment. [ wonder if there us
2 way to be of berter service asan

artist than just entertainment.

Performers have aloz of pressure
on them to be funny and do a
sang and dance on the stage.”
Hurchinson said “Performing in
place where there is more focus
on the craft of writing seems to
be more genuine.”

In 2004 Hutchinson released
“The Crossing” produced by
Crir Harmon {Martin Sexton,
Lori McKenna). The title track
from this €D is a song abour 2
bridge in Hutchinson’s home-
town that was built higher than
the surrounding road, Flazchin-
son said chat although there was
1 small sign to show the abrupe
pavement end, one driving over
the bridge would feel aitborne,
as if flying over the river. She
said the songs on this album
evolved from chis concepr of
getring beyond.

Hutchinson recensly rerurned
from touring in the UK and is
currently in the studio again
werking on her ffth album, also
being produced by Harmon. )

“Come Up Full"is a contender
for che tide of Hurchinson's al-
bum in progress. She said icis
whar she has called s recent song
she wrote depicting lobster men
puiling up wraps on their boars
in Maine — at times, §O many
come up empty and then one
comes up full, She said this im-
agery aids the message of the
piece, that "It is just when you
are losing belief in something,

that something happens”

In 2000 Hurchinson got her
BA in Creative Writing, quit her
job on an organic lettusce farm in
the Berkshire Hills of Massa-
chusetrs, and began to pursue
her ars fall chrotde. Since then,
she has won a New Folk Award
it the Kerrville Folk Bestival in
Texas, as well as awards ac the
Rocky Mountain Folks Fest, the
Telluride Troubadour Song-
wrirer's Showcase in Colorado,
The Chris Austin Songwriring
Contest ar Mezlefest in Nerth
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Meg Hutchinson —“Com[ing] up full”

Carofina, the Monnrain Stage
New Song Festival and in the

John Lennon Songwriting Com-
petition. Her work,"Against The
Grey” was nominated for a
Bosron Music Award for best
“Dgbut Singer-Songwrizer Al-

bum’ of the year.

Huschinsons fluences

include poet Mary Cliver §
Grey, Party Griflin, Greg Browsn
and Shawz Col
influences. Her songs are upbeas

vin among her

in character and often pororay 2

fove of auture.
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