white Gretsch and sings at
the Burren. Chiemi had 2
deep rolt in the making of The
Burren Profect, sgrving as
production coordinator for
Sarrany James.

Tews photo by Netl W, MeCahe

by Pater Yezukevich

Regulars of The Burren's
open-mike night brought
Frienids. lumily and admirers
April 7 to celebrdty the te-
fease of “The Burren Project,”
a new CD by Pedestrian
Records that captures the
magic of the soven year in-
stitution.

“The raison d'etro for this
was that | really weniced 10
record Hugh McGowan, who
hosts the open-mike night
and is a dams fioe player of
Justabout every instrument.”
said Sammy James, who
coneceived and led the pro-
Jjeet, & compilagion of original
sangs fromm these focal musi-
cians. afl produced by James
at his Home studio in down-
town Boston.

The overadl feet of the ai-
burn can be traced back
James' production, and his
synithesizer. which appears
on nearly every song, ‘I'm
fascinated with the atmo-
spheric quality of the syrithe-
sizer sound; Us what drew
me 1o make music in the first
place,” he said.

James cuts & suriking im-
ago—ion warm te be oo in-

Seven Davis Square
Somerville, MA 02144
{617) 666-4010
sornervillenews@aol. com

tense, and too evm-kee[wm
& too wired-—yet stifl all of
tHose (hings. He spoke aboul
he impetus behind the ab
um. "Bill Johnston and
Deep Careall onthe CD. and
inte then. 1 saw so many

herc that it rnade me want 1o
‘make the project more inclu-

. "Fve been performing on
Tuesdays, the night of the
open-mike, here for feur
years pow, and it's been go-
ing en for well over seven
years.” he said.

“I wonld come in on Tues-
gays and think T fove this
song” and 1 wag pretly surc
that these pecformers were

not prodused, not managcd
idean

cetébrates' live, local music

i1 & far corrier, sipping from
a Dunkirt’ Donsits cup. sar-
rounded by boxes of CDs and
various players’ instruments.

When Brian Dormeily took
the stage, James said, “He's
awesome,” and turned to
watch the performance, a
tour -de-force of acoustic gui
tars and drumiming that
complimented Donneily's
lovely Jefl Buckiey-csque vo-
cals.

Dennelly said he is a
three-year veteran of The
Burre's open mike scerie.
"Sammy was a regular here
before 1 was, and I always
enjoy seeinig him onstage
like S0 many others do.”

Donrelly was proud wbe
choseri for ‘The Burre

to joir: him the frst time he
did the open-mike, so few

prople showed up, he erded

up playing three times over
the caurse of the night to fil
tirne.”

“But seon after that, Steve
Morse. of the Globe wrote It

up and after that aboui
twenity people came, Then -

the whole thing really got
rofting.” he said,

Kerneally said he loves the
vibe of camaraderie within
the atmosphere of the opon-
mike. "People just break
down their inhibltons and
they come up and play.

“Last night an older guy
abetit 55 played for the frst
gme: L saw him in the bath-
zmmbefofehaﬂd andhe just

50 that was part-of
he said.

Jafs, afor 2
mer Sometville might throw-
resident and gp! So I just
still a member of gaid, Don't
the Chamber of WOTFY, Qvery-
Corrmroerce, saikd one Is S0 sup-
ke approached. poriive here,
Burren OWress wnd of course
Tommy he did fine,
dcCarthy and and he got
Louise Costetio great ap-
about ihe piause.” he
project, and 8
they were [ull of ; Somervilic's

¢ ; Jordan Carp

Its not un- and Bna:t Bonmétly imroduoed by Sean Kesmeally o played a
usual for live atthze Buren The group performed Donnelly's contzibution  gouifal set of
music Lo fill 1o the Burren FProject "Sister Syncsthiaesia”. acoustic unes
The Busreti in News photo by Neft W. McCabe o hada pal-

Davis Square. In fact, if ene
is s0 inclined, it can be heard
every night of the week. But
something in the air made
the mid-week evening feci
more like a weekend night.
As folks filied up on hearty
Frish: fare and washed it down
with pints of ale and glasses
of red wine as deep and dark
as the rich cak furndture in
this fow lit room, one roan sat

Project.”

My style is different than
most others here, and Sam-
my thought it would be in-
teresting to frature me on
the album,” said Donnelly.

Sean Kenneally. a room-
maw of Hugh MacGowan's.
saig he was hosting for
MacGowan, who was away
on lour with Bostor's The
Push Stars. “Hugh asked me

[shed, profcssional sheen,
said he foves The Burren. and
that it is onie of the coolest live
bars in the Boston area.

“I first played here about
four months ago, and since
then I've been coming back
and also playing around New
England prometing my own
album which came out re-
ceritly,” he said.

James sa;d a wOoman

“Somerviile’s Most Widely Read Newspaper”

Mag:cxan Metas -physician,
Huratd of the Mythic Munky-
bunny, Psychonaut, and Su-
per-ciown),

Newy phott; by Nes W, MeCabe
jonown simipty as Chiemi, one
of the regular open-mike por-
formers, really stepped up w0
help. in the making of "The
Busren Project.”

"t collected piotures and
biographies of (ke performi-
ers, I look some pics. IUs re-
ally aboul the family hcrc
that's what this scene is.”
Chiomi said.

1 recorded my own CD
with Sammy, which  asked
him to produce after work-
ing witls him on the Project.
| was impressed with how
difigent he was lo get just the
right sound.” she said.

Chiens said skic balances
her career as a lawyer with
her musical dreams and does
not see any difference be-
tween her love for the law and
for music.

O this night. true believ-
ers came out and applauded,
amnong others, a lawyer and
a trofley tour host. During
the day, their ives are sepa-
rawe and scattered. Bul on
Tuesday nights at The Bur-
ren, these performers share
a mike. a stage and the spirit
of live, Em:al music.




