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Wednesday, Sept. 13, Somer-
wille resident and Tufts Univer-
sity student, jahn Sood will play
with his band, Ezra Furman and
the Harpoons, at TT the Bear's
in Central Square, Cambridge.
Sood will also be performing so-
ta with the Spelt Melk Jug Band
at the Tufts Horung Café on
October 12. Both shows stare at
9 pam.

When he is not performing solo,
Soad plays with his current
pand, Ezra Forman and the
Harpooens. Exea Furman is an-
other Tufts student.
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Furman and Sood had been
grouped together in a Freshman
arientarion community service
gronp. Sood gravicared ro Fur-
man because he had a guitar
with him thar week. Sood soen
found out that he was a song-
writer from Chicago and & Dy-
lan fan. Thar night, happy o
aveid more awkward ice-break-
ing activities the two Preshman
eraded songs and played cogeth-
er for the Arst time within three
hours of meeting, getting o
know each orher fn the way dhac

was most comfortable.

Cver che next year and a half, the
twe built botk rheir friendship
and musical relationship. Sood
said, “We traded shows and
songwriting Ups, and played
open mics rogether in Baston,
Cambridge and Somerville and
became our own Hirde musical

scene.’

At rime, Sood was living with
another musician, flamenco gui-
tarist, Amed Rajbhandari and
had formed a band based on our
musical colisboration  called
Moksha. Moksha was a Latin-
Groove and Folk Blues fusion
that mixed Soodt sengwriting
with Rajbhandari’s well-devel-
oped technical abilicy on che gui-
rar. The original Hne-up
included bass player Job Mukka-
da and trumper player and per-
cassionisz, Ryan Coughlin. As
the band got positive feedback
from the Tufts community,
Moksha started to perform reg-
ulacly, especially ar cultural
evenrs and fund raisers ar school
and nearby.

"As we were 2 group from ex-
wremely different musical and
cultural backgrounds, we really

thought of outselves as 1 micro-
cosm of the diversity within
Tafrs and plaved music that rep-
reserwed that said Sood.
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songwriting input from bassist
Job Mukkada ard the addition
of 2 drummer, Adam Abraryn.
These changes in the structure
of the band caused a drastic
change in the music. Sood said,
“Beginning ac Tafts' Octoberfese
in QOcrober of 2005 we 'went
electric] Coincidenrally, Ezra
Furman, known ar Tufts as a
edgy Dylan-esque folk singer
and to the band only 25 my
friend opened the show."

At ehis point, Furman and Seod
lived rogether and Sood was try-
ing his hand as producer record-
ing songs in their dorm reom
home studio. Sood said he was
planning to put out an Ezra Fur-
matt album on his label folk On
Records, the name that Sood
had used to release his 2005 so-
fa project,”T Wili Go.

Also during that Fall, Furman
came on 2 mini-tour with Mok
sha opening several shows in
Maine, [t was during this time
thar Ezea began co develop a rela-
tionship with Job and Adam who
would later become the bassisc
and drummer for the Harpoons
and when chey were first really
intreduced to his music.

Meanwhile, 3 couple of pears ear-
lier Farman played a sole show
in Chicaga ar a place called
Wevin’s Live and the diub manag-
er ar the nme, Micch Marlow
gave him a card and said chiat held
like to repregent hint, Furman,
wary of the business side of mu-
sic did not ¢all him fer more
than 2 year, but fust recently gor
back in touch with Marlow {alse
wmanager for the Redwalls, Capi-
ol Records and former muanager

Ezra Furman works tn the stadio
though no shaws were booked
and Furman did not have a band.

Foarran and Soed set the end of
the Spring semester as a goal for
completing the album and re-
cruited Mukkadz and Abrutya
ta do a few Tofts shows as Ezra
Furman and the Harpoons to
sce how the music wosld work
with a rock and roll band. They
played the fiest show February
2006 at Tufts’ Hotung Cafe with
the Harpoons opening the show
on Mokshas bill,

Having recorded several songs
that were acoustic sounding, em-
phasizing Furman’s folk side, the
band members decided thar
some songs needed to be on the
album in order to complete the
pictare. They recruited engineer
Dave Kant. Under Jess than ide-
al canditions, again recording in
dorm rooms, this time spread
out all over campus snd on
weekend nights over the course
of & month, the musicians pieced
rogether the remaining tracks of
the debutr Harpoons record,
“Beat Beat Beat”

RECORDING AND THE
SUMMER TOUR

With the plan to release the
record on June 1 and a our in in¢
early stages of development the
band finished up the semester
and staved at schaal for a week
te mix the last of the recordings.
When the peoject was Anished,

they parted ways for a couple

weeks, Farman and Sood con-

vincesd thie rest of the band 16 re-
zrrange char Sumuer plans, and
gambling on our word, they
cotmmited o go on the tour if

Jahn Sood, Ezra Furman, The Harpoons,
and Folk on Records

shows in 29 days vanging as far
as St. Lows in the SW,
Evansten, 11 in the NW, Port-
land, ME in the NE and
Philadelphiz, PAinthe SEwasa
huge success and an awesome ex-
perience, said Soad."We set our
i the name of the last stand of
rock and roll, expecting to be
broke and hungry when we re-
rurned and took on the counery
in & mini van, sleeping on friends
floors and eating whatever the
venues gave us for free]
Said Sood, “Now we have been
offered a record deal and are ne-
gouating  the contracr with
Chicage Indic label, Minty Fresh
Records and expect to rerecord
the firse atbum in January and
build a tour schedale around our
school calendar”

Al of the band members wili be
Juniors ar Tufrs this year in di-
verse areas of studyr Sood, Lead
Guirar, Internacional Relarions,
Compararive Religion Minor;
Furman, Acousrtic Guirar, Lead
Vocals, English; Mukkadz, Bass,
Psycf’: major, Pre-med: and
Abrutyn, Drams, Economics.

FOLK ON RECORDS

Sead’s radio show or Tufrs
freeform radio stanion, WMEFO
91.5 FM Medferd, MA is called
Fotk Cn Records "On the Air”
He 2aid, "It 15 the radio embode
ment of my record labe concepr,
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covered” and estabhshed coun-
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artists of the Greater Bc&ston;
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“Folk 1 music is musx fnr foiks
by folks, about folks. It is any
music thar stabs ar the core of

its listeners, bends them until’

they break and forces them ro
tealize that they are human
too, sach Sood.
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