SEPTEMBER 13, 2006

Local artist Nathan Thomp-
- son will be playing at the Skybar
~ Sepe. 26. Also, look out for his
Nashville re-corded debut CD,
“Solid Ground,” slated to be
coming out this fall.
Thompson, who performed in
July at The Somerville News Po-
erry and Music Series, has been

hienr
Corner

playing guitar for abour 33 years,

starting when he was a kid. He

had been playing piano and clar-

iner. He said his music teacher

MUSC mother started him on piano
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first and then he played darinet
in the school band. Thompson
said, “Those other instrumenss
were ok but [ was being forced to
play music other people wanted
me to play. When I started to
play guitar [ could play anything
I wanted.

Music . brought Thompson
{originally from Minnesota} to
the East Coast. He came to
study at Berkiee College of Mu-
sic, where he concentrated on
jazz guirar. After graduating,
however, Thompson said,”] real-
ized thar what I really loved to
do was sing and play songs that [
had written. ] had been writing
~ songs prior to going to Berklee
and had continued writing while

Nathan Thompson—
On Solid Ground

there” Sé Thompson started go-

ing to open mics and playing
shows around the Boston area.

He said, "T have been waiting a
long time to do a recording. Ever
since | started performing in
public {which was in 1993} T've
wanted to puc out a re-cord.
Things never really fell into place
until this past spring.”

Once Thompson had the ma-
terial and the financing in place,
he had to find a producer. He
said, “I needed a producer who
could take advantage of my nat-
ural country music influence but
still have the flexibility to record
songs that fell outside of straighe
ahead country”

Thompson said,“I talked to a
number of producers in this
area and was getring ready to go
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with someone when a friend of

mine, songwriter Esther Fried-
man, played some demos that
she'd had recorded in Nashville
with a producer by the name of
Mart McClure” Thompson
then knew he had o work with
McClure. _
McClure only works with A-
list studio musicians ip Nash-

ville. Thompson said, “These

Continuwed on' page 14
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